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OUR NEXT MEETING WILL BE ON JULY-G, 1979 AT 8:00 P.M. AT THE
RED CROSS HEADQUARTERS 818 = 4th STREET NORTH, ST. PETERSBURG

The meeting of June 1, 1979 was called to order by Ed Harney
K4DRN, Vice President. Members and guests were introduced and wel=-
comed.

The Treasurer's Report was read and approved, and the minutes of
the last meeting were read and approved.

Applications for car Amateur Radio license tags were made available
during the meeting.

A "thank you" letter from the winner of the first prigze at our
recent hamfest was read.

The following are new members of SPARC: James M. Homan, Jr.
W4DPH, Glen A. Parker WA4ELD, John McKenzie WA4ZRX, Bill Vinson WD4AXC,
Danne Gutherie WD4HMC, and Forrest E. Norman K4QYA.

Dave K4KE told about his recent visit to the Florida Sheriffs
Boys Ranch near Live Oak. He attended the annual awards banquet where
the graduating seniors are given recognition for their accomplishments.
For the first time in many years, there were no awards for Rancher
accomplishments in Amateur Radio.

Woody K4SCL said that the new repeater is presently at his home,
but would be installed the following day at the site.

He also reported that 153 radio operators participated in the
May 8th flood and tornado disaster operation,

Herb WAIRA gave the Florida Gulf Coast Council report. He said
that our PresidentiwWDACOL should return his Director's Badge at the
earliest opportunity. Also, our club will purchase a block of banquet
tickets (20) to sell. The banquet will be held on Saturday night of
the Sand Key Hamfest. The Hamfest will be held on November 17-18,1979.
K4TH moved that the same ad that was used last year be placed in the
hamfest program this year. The motion was passed,

June 23,and 24, 1979 will be Field Day. The SPARC and Metro clubs
will join together for the activities at the old CD site. Two cooks
ha;é been promised; ten rigs are needea; and as many operafors as
possible are requested. It should be a lot of fun for everyone.

Jim K4FCW reported that a few items still are needed to be sold
from the es;ate of Jack Gordon W4AMIM.

AGL Electronics of Clearwater donated a Shure mike to the club to
be auctioned off and the proceeds to go to the club treasury. After
some heated bidding, Ed K4EPH enriched our club funds by $37.00.

The meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m. for coffee and doughnuts and
was called back to order at 9:10 p.m. -

The speaker for the evening was Mr, Ernie Sanchez, Director of the
Red Cross, South Pinellas County:. He gave us the final outcome of the

May 8th disaster, and told us how much he appreciated, and how impressed

he was with our efforts. He also wishes to become more familiar with N

Amateur Radio,

A gift certificate, donated by Ray's Amateur Radic was won by
Denne WAOBL, The moeting adjourned at 9:40 P.R.

Respectfully submitted,
Faith WA4WOU
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JOHN MAC DONALD
2223 Lynn Court _ :
Palm Harbor, FI. 33656 3 PP

The Prez Sez,

The middle of the summer swiftly approaches., Many activities are now
behind us, but many more- are to come,

.One of these is the Florida Gulf Coast Amateur Radio Club's Novemoer
convention., Herb, W4IRA, our club’s represenéat;i.ve to the council, will
be selling tickets soon. Our club has comﬁitted‘ itself for a goodly number
of tickets to all facets including the ba.nquéts. Pleas_e support the club
and the convention by purchasing these tickets from Herb. :

Much thanks to -Hm, vice-president Ed Harney, for taking over the
helm at t‘:hé June meeting. The evening of June 1gt was the prom night at '
Dunedin High School., As the Dean of _Si:udents there, my evening was. already
planned for me.well'-in advance! -Much thanks to Ed for not only this, but
also thé great prggrams he has procured for the meetings.

One weekly aci:ivity that the club is active in is saturday morning
breakfast. This begins about 7 a.m. at Howard Johnson's (corner of 5th Ave,
Forth at 34th St.) with the arrival of Big Bob Browning, K5IHH, Members
and visitors filter in and out until about 9 a.m. Turnout has been very
gbod in the past few months., If you can make it, come'on down for food,
good:hot coffee by the potload, loads of fellowship, and 'heaps of interesting
conversation on every subject imaginable,” The more the merrier - ®o bring
the whole family! ' :

The month of July finds Debbie and me heading out for Bermuda (VP9
land). I plan to work several hundred novices as I do every trip operating
SSB on*-21.160 crossmode to CW. Last year, I sent out 200+ QSL cards in one
week, Come up to 21,160 and listen for us - and tell your novice friends
to listen up also., I am looking forward to many Qsois there. Who knows -
I may be the first SSB QNI to QFN! (VP9'ers can transmit any mode on any ,
band),

That's news for now. May the best health be with you all.;.

161 de John

' HOU
FOR SALE: 6 meter Cush-Craft beam. $40.00., WA4WO
581-1440 before 10:00 p.m. PLEASE .
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Lou Ryan Tom Gohb

Specializing In:
imron Poylurethane Paint
For That Beautiful New Gar Look!

Professional Body Work e Gas-Saving Tune-Ups
Frame Repair » Brakes e Air Gonditioning

3237 Tyrone Boulevard, St. Pelershurg, Forida 33710
Telephione (813) a64-4321
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SPARC GAP

SPARC REPEATER NEWS

Following our meeting of Kay 18th, SPARC Repeater Team
hosted a critique of the disaster communications in connection
with the tornadoes and floods of May 8th. Present were Lt. Danny
Nink, Sheriff's Communication Center, Terry O'Hearn, Civil Defense
RACES Officer, John Komp, American Red Cross and Woocdy Huddleston
for City of St. Petersburg. All Amateur Radio groups were represent-
ed. Sheriff and Red Cross especially praised Radio Amateurs for
excellent performance during the disaster. Civil Defense and City
of St. Pete did not have any significant Amateur Radio involvement.
Lv. Mink invited us to hold our next meeting at Sheriff's 0ffices
so he could arrange for conducted tours through his Communication
Center and 911 Emergency Telephone Center. This meeting is
scheduled for June 15th.

On May 24th Sheriff's Dept. suffered a lightning stroke which
disabled 2 of their 3 repeaters. Amateur Radio operators of the
Pinellas County A.R.E.S., responding to Lt. Mink's call for help,
established a network of 52 stations within 30 minutes covering
Pinellas County. This was done in spite of our own difficulties
with another lightning strike taking out the power supply on the
37/97 repeater necessitating shift of operations to 66/06. Very
little traffic was handled, but apparently Sheriff's Dept. was
pleased with our response. ;

Also on May 24th, a meeting of Assistant E.C.s was held at
the home of K4SCL, ARRL Emergency Coordinator, Pinelles County.
This was attended by W4GPL WA4MIT W4DPH WA4CZW WAAFYR WA4ESX WDACOL
WA4TGy and WA4KNI. A frequency utilization plan for disasters was
presented by WA4ESX and approved by the group. Basically, this
involves using.specific frequencies for speceific kinds of traffic
or emergencies as follows: 1. SPARC 66/06 Red Cross, Shelters,
County-wide coordination and miscellaneous; 2. METRO 96/36 Fire
Departments, Rescue and Ambulance; 3., TBRA Largo 37/97 Sheriff,
C.D. and Police; 4. CARS 223.34/224.94 Hospitals; 5. Ten Meters
28,720 Liaison and Coordination as feasible. Of course the
Section-wide emergency frequencies 3940, 7247 and 7272 KHz will
be used as necessary. This plan envisions any intense local
activity, not county-wide in nature, will be on simplex and ARES
members are urged to have following simplex frequencies available:
146.49, 147.51, 146.85, 223.66.

#4GPL completed a survey of last year's Radio Amateur Callbook
and found 1318 armatveurs listed in Pinellas County. Ve are now
suying there are approximately 1500 in the County.

On June 5th, Lorton Plant hospital suffered a telephone system
failure and Radio ameteurs I'ésponded, first arrival being in 10
minutes, establishing communications between key points internally
as well as external to the hospital. Star performers on this were
W4DPH WB4FVN WA4lhiJT WA4KKR WA4 WB4PEL KA4BBB WB4AIZ. Additional
standby and liaison were K4TH WAATIG WAAKNI WAGPL WAACZW WA4QHE N4AXN
WSROF WB4LXH K43CL W4IRA and W4VIP., This lasted 14 hours until
telephone was repaired. Amateur Radio got some good publicity out of
this with items in Clearwater Sun and St. Petersburg Times.

Cont®'d
3 pege 4



SPARC GAP

Cont'd from Page 3

SP:RC REPEATER NEWS cont'd.

SPLRC's "new" Spectrum repeater was vlaced in service again
on June 2nd with autopatch and all control functions operational.
Tt has been going OK for a week, so maybe we have the worst bugs
out of it now. Our sincere thanks to W4GPL, KSIHH and K4NAN who
worked diligently with me on this last round of repairs.

We have had several cases of interference. ©ne is apparently
a spur, possibly from a local FM station, centering about 147.04
but with components getting into our receiver on 147.66 and keying
up the repeater almost continuously. This has been mostly
eliminated by tightenning the squelch. Another case was an un-'
licensed station identified as W2140 operating briefly on the
repeater. He was possibly using stolen equipment saying he bought
it for $5. MNetro personnel, K4RHD WA4KNI and WA4FYR mounted a
direction-finder search for this station but he went off the air
before they found him. You may be interested in looking up the
iten in a recent ST where another "W" station in Largo was

apprehended by FCC, fined, CB license revoked and Amateur Radio
license denied.

During the May 8th disaster operations we had a station,
jdentified as WA9CLA, operating on our repeater helping with the

emergency. It was later learned he was unlicensed and he has been
silenced by the FCC Tampa.

On June 7th we had a case of a base station with carrier
inadvertently keyed on timing out the repeater for about an hour.
A D/F search was initiated with WA4KNI WA4FYR WB4YCQ and K4RHD
involved. WB4YCQ found the transmitter and turned it off, the
owner not being home. Apparently it was a case of a young child
playing radio when his dad was not present.

73 de K4SCL
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WE REBUILD, RADIO, HI FI, AND TV LOUDSPEAKERS

Quaﬁty

SPEAKER RECONING SERVICE

WILMER CHAPIN W4MCA PHONE 895-3401
1679 27th AVE. NORTH. ST, PETERSBURG, FLA. 33713
WW:::::::::::::-:::::::::--*:::::‘:‘::::::::-::-::::::o-

ALEXANDER
ELECTRONICS:. c.

TWO-WAY RADIO SALES & SERVICE

8131 U.S. Hwy. 19
N. Pinellas Park, Fla. 33565

Business Band Citizens Band Amateur
Sam WB4HXQ
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Telephone 822-3293
APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
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Owner St. Petersburg, Florida
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WD4COL (813) 585-7364

JOHN MacDONALD

TENNIS PROFESSIONAL — COVE CAY GOLF & TENNIS cLuB
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SPARC-GAF

ASSOCIATED RADIO 913-381-5900
8012 CONSER BOX 4327
OVERLAND PARK, KANSAS 66204

CALL US WITH YOUR REQUIREMENTS
AN_IHE~RICA4’NS N 1 Real Amateur Radio Stq_r_e

[t

: Associated Wants to Trade
Call US
913-381-5900

TRADE BUY SELL
NEW AND RECONDITIONED EQUIPMENT.
NOTE: SEND $1.00 FOR OUR CURRENT CATALOG OF NEW AND RECONDITIONED EQUIPMENT.
% ALSO WE PERIODICALLY PUBLISH A LIST OF UNSERVICED EQUIPMENT AT GREAT SAVINGS.
A BONANZA FOR THE EXPERIENCED OPERATOR.

TO OBTAIN THE NEXT UNSERVICED BARGAIN LIST, SEND A SELF ADDRESSED STAMPED ENVELOPE

CompLiments OF

WAYQEY BUD
AN D

W BYUFO LU;NNE

If we meet and you forget
me, you have lost nothing;
but if you meet JESUS
CHRIST and forget Him

you have lost everything.
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SPARC-GAP

W4OJH PHONE 392-5810

DONALD SUMMERS

AMWAY HOME CARE PRODUCTS.

AFTER YOU HAVE TRIED THE REST, LET ME SHOW YOU THE BEST.

DEALERSHIPS AVAILABLE
10898 104TH AVE. SEMINOLE, FLA. 83543

HAVE YOU WORKED ALL

* HANK'S °

WALMSY ~ WA4RLV 5
wlas"
WAWKO WAL FNK
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OAK HILL ACADEMY
AMATEUR RADIO SESSION

MOUTH OF WILSON, VIRGINIA 24363 « SUMMER ADDRESS
BOX 1461 NORTH MYRTLE BEACH, S.C. 28582 « WINTER ADDRESS

GENERAL TO EX*T R A~ ‘COLFAESES

A VACATION WITH A PURPOSE - STUDY ON A MOUNTAIN TOP
OUR 20th YEAR - GRADUATES FROM 42 STATES AND MANY FOREIGN COUNTRIES

all ages welcome - YL's and OM's

WRITE NOW FOR A BROCHURE
Classes begin JULY 28 thru AUG. 10, 1979
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MANVAGER

THIS SPACE FOR RENT--

$ 7.50 per year.

1307 Guif Way, St. Petersburg Beach, Florida 33706
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REPEATER TEAM
219 DRIFIWOOD LANE

LARGO, FLORIDA
33540

FELLOWSHIP AND SERVICE

MEMEFRSHIP $10.00 ARNUALLY
SPOUSE 1,00 EXTRA
MEETING NIGHT 3rd FRIDAY OF

MONTH
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RAY'S AMATEUR RADIO 43.&

1590 US HWY 19 SOUTH
CLEARWATER, FLA. 33516

RAY LETTRE. W4DSV

DRAKE ICOM DENTROM SWAN
TEN-TEC WILSON HUSTLER MFJ
BIRD HY-GAIN M3SLEY ROBOT

KENWOOD LARSEN ALDA TONA —TavEe oD ICOM IC 7018, 160 thry TOM
CUSHCRAFT KDK DS! AMECO B&W MIDLAND i Lo
ROHN VOMAX ALPHA FINCO CES T 5 C A
ATLAS YAESU ARRL ANTLER VALCR
TAYLOR 73 NPC SEI TELEX MICRO-
WAVF MODULES SAY & much, much more....

535- 1 AlBNRY Moy 1ouis i
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SPARC-GAP ADS.

FULL PAGE $ 60,00 PER YEAR
1/2 PAGE 30,00 m|
1/4 PAGE 15,00 | w

ALL ADS SET FROM YOUR MATERTIAL
SUCH AS, BUSINESS CARDS,LETTER
H'E A-D' Sy B:PChsc TYPESETT I NG EXTRA,

._--.‘-----

. 1/8 PAGE 7450 L
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1800-B Drew St. © Ciearwater, Florida 33515 ¢ Tel: (813) 461-HAMS
SALES AND SERVICE FOR YOUR FAVORITE RIG
ANTENNAS, TRANSCEIVERS, CABLE, BOOKS, KEYS AND KEYERS, AMPLIFIERS, HANDI-
TALKIES - XTAL OR SYNTHESIZED,
MORGAIN, KLM, TAYLOR, HUSTLER, PAL, SAXTON, NYE, KENWOOD, DRAKE, TICOM,
TEMPO, YAESU, TEN-TEC, WILSON, DSI COUNTERS, BIRD METERS, DENTRON, B&W,

ALPHA, VOMAX, MIDLAND

VISA MAST ERCHARGE CASH OR TRADE

Not associated with AGL — Dallas
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HISTORY-ST PETERSBURG AMATEUR RADIO CLUB
CONTINUED

1972

Time again for change of Officers; at the Princess Martha Hotel,
Jane. Tth, the following were installed: Pres., WiCXL-Jack Faulstichj
V-Pres., K4FCW-Jim Keyes; Secty./Treas., Wi TDK-Neomi Spence; Directors:
WBLQVB-Bob Greenfield; KLPMK-Kurt Haseltine; Ky EGM-Herman Witman & Trus-
tee, WALLMHR-Burt Daisey. e %

The Club was agein saddened by Wi OHJ-Jack Greene (better known as
1014 Honest John") joining the Silent Keys a day or so before the In-
stallation Dinner. dJack was a very agtive Tlub member & he will be
sadly missed. Jack willed all his electronic equipment & devices, in-
cluding his ham radio & its paraphenalia to SPARC.

SPARC members are still being honored: KiiKB-Dave Stocky received
Florida Skip Field Day Award & WAl CUZ-Carl Forsberg on the Q3T Honor
Roll, with 270 countries worked.

W) TZW-Thor Larson & YF-Grace, charter members of SPARC, s0ld thelr
business: St. Petersburg Engraving Co., Inc. They helped many members
with QSL cards for years; provided negatives for SPARC-CGAP free of charge,
etc. Thor's hobby, besides radio, was colleéting clocks.

For the third consecutive year, the Club took 2 stend against two
bills, in legislature, for CBers getting special llcense tags in con=-
Junction with ham tags.

In March, Trustee, WALMHR-Burt resigned & KjPME-Curt agreed to
accept the post. SPARC participated again in the annual St. Pete-
Yucatan Yacht Race. . .

May was a memorable month, as at last a permanent mesting place
was procured at the American Red Cross, 818 - lLith St. No. Besides the
meeting auditorium, there is a separate room for ladies, who want to
play games & a room for setting up radio equipment, with antennsae .on
top of the building; also emergency power availlable, in case of a
disaster,

The Annuel Hamfest was held May 7th, with over 800 in attendance,
at Leke Maggiore. Wi DQS-Dale Strieter, ARRL S.E. Division Director was
present & gave an interesting talk on Division happenings.

Bad news again, week after Hamfest, Pres. WiCXL-Jack suffered a
heart attack & in-St. Anthony's Hospital, with no visitors, flowers, etc.
allowed. V-Pres., K4FCW-Jim had to preside over the June meeting, at
which time Tampa Bay Repeater Assoc. presented slides of 2-meter FM
activities, :

K4HQA-Art Bond joined the Silent Keys, soon after the Hamfest.

He kept SPARC Net going on 6-meters & did a lot to help members., Al-
ways at the hamfests, etce '

SPARC also participated in Fleld Day each year, setting wup at
the waterfront & they placed in the top 10 in the Nation in recent
years.

: Hurricane "Agnes" struck Pinellas County this year & several
members on the beaches suffered demages. W4ACG=John Smith & family’
left home when water was knee deep; fortunately, i1t did not go in the
house, but plenty of debris ' to clean up on return. WBlLLYID=Clair Mit-
chell stayed on the air until 4:00 AM, when Police warned it was his
last chance to get off the island, He was back at 8:30 the next morn-
ing; spent 18 hours without going to bed. Demage was shingles off the
rogf & 12 screens missing around the pool. KL NE-Lew Sieck had damage
to his antenna. K4PMK-Curt Haseltine was surrounded by water 24" in
the yard, on porch, but didn't get in the house. There was a YL Inter-
natienal SSB Convention held at the Bath Club, No. Redington Beach,
with many from Alaska, Hawaii, Greenland ; etc, attending & a great "boost"
to the Suncoast area. However, "Agnes" broke up the festivitles, so

(6) Continued



SPARC GAP

PROFILE: N&4AFP
DEBBIE MAC DONALD

Debbie comes to Pinellas County from the state of Georgia.
The daughter of a Methodist minister (KA4HED), Debbie has
lived in many places in south Georgia. In 1969, Debbie
graduated from Appling County High School as an honor
graduate. In school, Debbie was captain of the cheer-
leaders for 2 years and won many school b'eauty contests.
Upon graduation, she went to Georgia Southern College
, vhere she graduated in 1972 witr; a B.S. in Education
with a major 1n t.Lemeiltary Education. "Deb has been a teacher for 7 years and.

is presently at San Jose Elementary School in Dunedin. She got her ham

license in 1977 and is now working hard on the CW and hopes to have her tech
license upgraded to general soon.

‘Debbie soon hopes to be a reading specialist in the county and has a
Master's degree in reading from the University of South Florida. She is married
_to club president WD4COL, Other hams in her family include dad KA4HED, Rev,

Tom Oliver, and.sister KA4DYV,: 11 year old Julie Oliver, both of Savannah, Ga.
' :Additionally, she and! John will soon be going to visit father-in-law VP9JM,
" Bill MacDonald, of Hamilton, Bermuda. . Debbie brags of being the smallest
adult amateur in the U.S. at 83 1lbs. and 4°' 11%"{! Pictured above is N4APZ
and hubbie WD4COL about to try a little .doubles in Bermuda.,
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ARRL BULLETIN NR 28 FROM ARRL HEADQUARTERS
A- %MW ) 7Lk NEWINGTON CT MAY 11, 1979 TO ALL RADIO AMATEURS BT
25?0 /77 HZ //’Z Net Managers are reminded that regiﬁtrations for the new edition of
‘:62/,’7% ﬁ ;J W the ARRL-Net Directory will be accepted through June 1. Please

AP, ‘use registration card, CD 85, available from ARRL for an sase to update
WUWWU regi:l:tion of your public service net AR
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% PRINTING
% BUSINESS CARDS
* FLYERS
% BUSINESS FORMS
% STATIONERY
* ENVELOPES
* LETTERHEADS

JAGKSON-ADAMS COMPANY

1851 - 66th Ave. N.
St. Petersburg, Florida 33702
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Please support ‘! WRAALM

-

1 - JENKINS

1686 CLEARWATER LARGO RD.

li MOSELY & CUSH-CRAFT ANTENNAS
ROH!! TOWERS & ROTORS IN STOCK

\ s ELECTRONTC SUPPLIES
o=y K ST
o SRR VR '..:Eh _“ 5 7 CLOSED SATURDAY ALL m

CLEARWATER  584-5282
=©)—
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PHONE 527-5541

D AND C SHELL SERVICE

5801 - 34TH STREET NO.
ST. PETERSBURG, FLA, 33714

Dallas
WALQST
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